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Faecal sludge (FS) comes from onsite sanitation technologies, and has not 

been transported through a sewer. 

It is raw or partially digested, a slurry or semisolid, and results from the 

collection, storage or treatment of combinations of excreta and blackwater, 

with or without greywater. 

Examples of onsite technologies include pit latrines, unsewered public 

ablution blocks, septic tanks, aqua privies, and dry toilets. 

Faecal sludge management (FSM) includes the storage, collection, 

transport, treatment and safe enduse or disposal of FS. FS is highly variable 

in consistency, quantity, and concentration.

What is Faecal sludge?
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Global relevance?

Cairns-Smith et al., 2014

Sanitation needs of 2.7 billion people worldwide are met by onsite technologies.























1. Acknowledging the importance of 

faecal sludge management

2. Setting up frameworks and 

responsibilities

3. Increasing knowledge 

dissemination and capacity 

development

4. Creating sustainable business 

models and fee structures

5. Implementing integrated planning 

methodologies

6. Developing appropriate 

technologies
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